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From the Chairman 
It is a pleasure to be writing this report in September having 
experienced above average rainfall in many areas for the 
season, instead of waiting for the skies to open year after 
year resulting in the necessity to crank up bores to irrigate 
stressed crops etc. 

To add to this, the announcement at the beginning of the 
month of an increase of 5% to our Available Water 
Determination (AWD) increasing the total available back to 

100%, is another very positive result for groundwater users particularly when 
we were given information late last year to expect a reduction in our AWD. 

Another positive point to note is that I have been informed by a conscientious 
groundwater user in the Darlington Point region that the static groundwater level 
measurement that was recently taken (approximately thirty days later than the 
same time last year), is in fact 1.2 metres higher. 
Historical records for the year 2010 will certainly be remembered for water 
policy reform, the breaking of the prolonged dry period and an interesting 
Federal Election. 
 Even though we have much to look forward to this season, as an organisation,  
we cannot afford to relax in terms of protecting our rights as groundwater users. 
It was great to see so many of you at the Murrumbidgee Water Forum on the 21 
April 2010. Jennie Hehir and I have been working closely with the NSWIC and 
the National Irrigators Council (NIC) to ensure that our organisation has a voice. 
The pressure has eased a little since the pre election promise from the ALP and  
the Coalition pledging that they will only purchase / procure water for the 
environment from willing sellers or via On Farm Irrigation Efficiency projects. 
 At the time of writing we haven’t seen any evidence that the re elected 
Government  will be participating in purchasing groundwater entitlements as 
they cannot use the resource.  The Federal Government has been developing 
policy on the run and our observation is that they have minimal knowledge of 
groundwater behaviour. 
 In the event that the Government does enter the market to buy groundwater 
entitlements, it is our understanding that they will only buy entitlements from 
willing sellers, which will leave those of us that wish to retain our current 
entitlements alone. 
 MGI is continually addressing the price hike in electricity and the proposed 
exorbitant further increases.  To this point we have not been able to get any 
traction due to  increases being across the board for all domestic, commercial 
and industrial users. 
I thank those of you that continue to pay your levies as without this financial 
support the organisation would not be able to exist and have the resources to 
attend the multitude of relevant meetings etc surrounding the protection of your 
access to groundwater. 
 
As information unfolds we shall inform you of any significant changes or 
information that will affect your access to groundwater. Here’s trusting that rain 
continues to fall over the next few months and that the locusts can be kept at 
bay. 
 

I wish you all a happy spring and trust that you have a prosperous finish to the 
season. - Richard Stott– Chairman 
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Please note in your 
diary: 

 

MGI Information night 
and AGM 

 

20th October 2010 
   

Time: 7.30pm 
 

Darlington Point Club 

Richard Stott and Roy Currie 



Full Report is available at:  www.water.nsw.gov.au. 

4.1 Policy development  

The table below describes chronology of significant events in the Lower Murrumbidgee Valley.  

 In addition to this carryover, borrow and temporary transfer facilities have been available. Borrowing has not been  
 permitted since 2003/04.  
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Table 2: Chronology of significant policy developments Period Description 
1955 All water bores constructed required a licence. 

Licences were issued in perpetuity with no area or 
volume based restrictions. 

1972-1984 Licences became renewable on a 5-year basis and 
were issued initially based on authorised area for 
irrigation, and later on a volumetric basis. 

1984-1991 Licences in the Lower Murrumbidgee GMA were 
issued on a revised volumetric allocation basis. 

1991-1997 Licences in the Lower Murrumbidgee GMA were 
issued on a further revised volumetric allocation 
basis. 

1997 A 12-month moratorium preventing the issue of 
groundwater entitlement for irrigation use was put in 
place in September 1997 for the Lower 
Murrumbidgee GMA. 

1998 The moratorium was extended for an additional 18 
months in September 1998. 

1999 The above moratorium was replaced by a statutory 
embargo in September 1999 

2000 In May 2000 a moratorium was placed on all new 
bore licenses for irrigation and Industrial purposes. 
This prevented the drilling of additional bores even 
where entitlements existed. 

2001 Conjunctive bore licenses were converted to fixed 
groundwater entitlements. 

2003 Water Sharing Plan (the Plan) for Lower 
Murrumbidgee Groundwater Sources was 
developed. 

2006 Plan implemented in October with total entitlements 
reduced from 514.6 GL to 270.0 GL 

2007 Implementation of local impact management. 

Table 3: Rules for groundwater extractions 
1982-2006 Period 

Access Limit Reason 

pre-1982 Unlimited. Low level of groundwater usage. 
1982/83 – 1990/91 Access to 100% of Entitlement. Low level of groundwater usage. 
1991/92 – 1997/98 Access to 150% of Entitlement. Relatively low level of 

groundwater usage and rising 
groundwater pressures. 

1998/99 Access to 100% of Entitlement. Prevent over use. 
1999/00 Access to 95% of Entitlement. Prevent over use. 
2000/01 – 2001/02 Access 90-100% Entitlement, 

based on zones. 
Prevent over use. 

2002/03- 2005/06 Access limited to share of 
extraction limit or maximum 
history of use. 

Manage within the extraction limit 
of the system. 

2006 Access limited to new reduced 
entitlements or share 
components. 

Plan rules. 



Current management framework  

The Lower Murrumbidgee Water Sharing Plan commenced on 1st October 2006 and the Lower Murrumbidgee 
groundwater sources are now being managed under the Water Management Act 2000 (WMA 2000).  

4.3 Water sharing plan provisions  

The Plan uses the average annual recharge as the basis for sharing of water. The recharge, environmental water 
provisions, extraction requirements, share components and extraction limits at the start of the Plan are summarised 
in the table below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.4 Available water determination and annual extraction limits  

The Plan sets an extraction limit for each year. This is equivalent to the sum of existing share components and water 
available under supplementary access licences. These are tabulated below.  

The Plan requires that where the average of 3-year’s extraction exceeds the extraction limit provided in table above 
by 5% or greater, then an available water determination (or allocation determination) of less than 100% (as assessed 
necessary by the Minister) is to be made for the following water year to return the water usage back to the extraction 
limit.  

An analysis of water usage and trading patterns was undertaken in June 2009. Although the usage was expected to 
exceed the 5% limit for the first three years of the plan, the analysis indicated that the expected usage for 2009/10 
will be within the extraction limit should the observed decline in usage trend continued. On this basis an AWD of 
100% for the deep source was made. 
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Table 4: WSP provisions Shallow Source (Shepparton) ML/yr Deep Source (Calivil/Renmark) ML/yr 
Average annual recharge 65,000* 335,000 
Planned environmental water 55,000 65,000 
Basic landholder rights 3,000 1,000 
Native titles rights 0 0 
Stock and domestic access licences 0 329 
Local water utility share components 0 2,210 
Aquifer access licence share components 5,131 267,790 
Supplementary access licence share components n/a 41,196 
Long term average annual extraction limit 10,000 270,000 
Range for variation of extraction limit n/a 230,000 – 390,000 
Annual extraction limit 10,000 270,000 plus access under 

supplementary licences 

Table 5: Annual extraction limits 
for Lower Murrumbidgee deep 

groundwater source Year of Plan 

Water Year Extraction Limit 
(ML) 

Groundwater 
Usage (ML) 

% over use 
(above extraction 

limit) 
1 2006-2007 307,076 344,973 12.3 
2 2007-2008 302,957 322,368 6.4 
3 2008-2009 298,837 316,425 5.9 

4 2009-2010 294,718 
5 2010-2011 290,598 
6 2011-2012 286,478 
7 2012-2013 282,359 
8 2013-2014 278,239 
9 2014-2015 274,120 
10 2015-2016 270,000 

Full Report is available at: 
 

www.water.nsw.gov.au 



 Access licences  

Groundwater access licences within the Lower Murrumbidgee groundwater sources at the beginning of 2009/10 wa-
ter year are described in the table below.  

 

 

 

 

 

4.6 Access licence accounts  

Account Limit – is the total water that may be held in an access licence account. This may not exceed a volume that 
is equal to 3 ML per unit of share component (i.e. 300%) plus any volume transferred in, and minus any volume 
transferred out. This means that accounts can only exceed 300% if a transfer in has occurred.  

Carryover – the maximum amount of unused allocation that can be carried over from one year to the next is 2 ML per 
unit of share component (i.e. 200% of share component). Local Water Utility, Zero Share Access Licences and Do-
mestic and Stock Access Licences do not have any provisions for carryover.  

Take Limit (or “Use” Limit) – volume of account water that can be extracted and/or traded out if available. This cannot 
exceed 2 ML per unit of share component (i.e. 200%), plus any allocation transferred in, and minus any allocation 
transferred out. This means that metered extraction plus transfers out cannot exceed 200% of share component, 
unless transfer in occurs.  

Sequence of debits from an account - where both an aquifer access licence and a supplementary water access li-
cence are linked to the same water supply works (bores); allocation will be debited from the supplementary water 
access licence account before being debited from the aquifer access licence account. Licence holders would need to 
advise State Water the sequence of debits where multiple aquifer access licences are linked to the same bores.  
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Table 6: Access licences within 
Lower Murrumbidgee 
groundwater Sources Licence 
Category 

Number Tenure Source Total Shares or 
Volume 

Aquifer Access 291 perpetual deep 267,777 shares 
Aquifer Access 30 perpetual shallow 5,201 shares 
Local Water Utility 3 perpetual deep 2,210 ML 
Domestic and Stock 1 perpetual deep 324 ML 
Supplementary Access 127 10 years deep 41,196 shares 

As Richard has stated 2010 will be one for the history books.  It is very satisfying to be sending 
out a newsletter with a positive slant after many years of writing negative feedback.  Whilst 
Groundwater has not been the main focus of the Murray Darling Basin Water Plan, it has 
remained on the fringe as being threatened with the Sustainable Diversions Limit (SDL). 
To kept our finger on the pulse MGI have ramped up their involvement with not only MPII but 
also other key stakeholders in the MIA region. We have taken the view that it will be more 
effective for all concerned if we unit as one collective group and speak out as one voice in the 
Water Plan debate. 
We are focussing on relaying the message to the general public of our nation that it is the 
communities that will suffer the most from water being taken out of the region. 

There is the potential in the water reform process   that it may be necessary for our group to contribute to a regional 
fighting fund.  Your feedback on this issue would be greatly appreciated. 
I encourage you to attend our Information night and AGM where this issue will be discussed along with other 
relevant groundwater information.  
I look forward to seeing you at our AGM on the 20th October 2010 (details front page). 
May your spring/ summer planting run smoothly and your harvest be fruitful.  
Kind regards  Jennie 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 

National Groundwater Conference  - 31 October to 4 November 2010 
National Convention Centre Canberra  ACT 

www.groundwater2010.com 
 

Jennie is seeking funding to assist groundwater users to participate. 
  

If you are interested in attending please contact Jennie on 0428 832 357 


