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Water resource plans – achieving Basin Plan outcomes 
 

 

Communities with sufficient and reliable water supplies that are fit for a range 

of intended purposes, including domestic, recreational and cultural use 

 

 

Productive and resilient water-dependent industries, and communities with 

confidence in their long-term future 

 

 

Healthy and resilient ecosystems with rivers and creeks regularly connected 

to their floodplains and, ultimately, the ocean 



Water resource plans – a Basin Plan requirement 

Outline how water resources will be shared and managed  

to be consistent with the Murray-Darling Basin Plan  

 
Set out the requirements for annual limits on water take, 

environmental water, managing water during extreme events 

 
Provide strategies to protect water quality and managing risks 

 
Set out the arrangements for measuring ‘take’ and monitoring the 
resource 



NSW context – WRPs and NSW 
Water Sharing Plans 

Relevant parts of a 
water sharing plan 
are assessed by the 
MDBA, accredited 

by the 
Commonwealth 

Minister and form 
part of the water 

resource plan. 

NSW Water Management Act 2000 

Water sharing plans 
Specify the rules for sharing water to 
maintain the health, sustainability 
and productivity of surface water 
and groundwater sources across all 
of NSW. 

Commonwealth Water Act 2007 
Murray–Darling Basin Plan 2012 

Water resource plans 
Specify the rules for diverting water 
within specified areas of the Murray–
Darling Basin. 

Elements include: 
• Compliance with the sustainable 

diversion limits and water trade rules 
• Protection of water for the 

environment 
• Water quality and salinity objectives 
• Aboriginal values and uses 
• Measuring and monitoring 
• Arrangements for extreme events 

Water Sharing Plans remain the primary 
statutory instruments for water sharing in NSW  



NSW statutory 
‘water sharing 

plans’ 

What’s in a water resource plan? 
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Questions? 

  



Murrumbidgee Alluvium Water Resource Plan  

- area covered 



April 2017:  

Status and issues paper 

September 2017 – August 2018 

Five NSW Groundwater  

Stakeholder Advisory Panel meetings In progress: 

First Nations consultation 

• Barapa Barapa  

• Muthi Muthi 

• Nari Nari 

• Wiradjuri 

Murrumbidgee Alluvium Water Resource Plan  

- consultation to date 

September 2018:  

Murrumbidgee Groundwater Inc.  

Annual general meeting 

 
Now 

 

In progress: 

Public 

consultation 
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Murrumbidgee Alluvium Water Resource Plan  

 - structure of the document 



Murrumbidgee Alluvium Water Resource Plan  

- navigating the document 



Murrumbidgee 
Alluvial ‘Water 
Sharing Plan’ 

The water resource plan and the water sharing plan 



Proposed changes to the water sharing plan 

• Mostly unchanged – same extraction limits, same trade rules, etc  

• To align with requirements of the Basin Plan and the water resource plan 

• To be more ‘readable’  

• To be more legally robust 

• To include all alluvial groundwater sources of the Murrumbidgee 

catchment 



Proposed changes to the water sharing plan 

Align long term average extraction limits to Basin Plan 

sustainable diversion limits 

• No change in Bungendore, Gundagai, Kyeamba, Wagga and Mid 

Murrumbidgee Zone 3 

• Lower Murrumbidgee Deep and Shallow long term average 

extraction limits increased to include allowances for basic 

landholder rights and held environmental water 

• References to supplementary water access licences in the Lower 

Murrumbidgee have been removed 



Long term average annual extraction change 

compliance period extended from 3 to 5 years for 

Lower Murrumbidgee Deep 
 

• For consistency across groundwater sources 

• Allows for greater flexibility if there is a run of dry years 

Proposed changes to the water sharing plan 



Additional provisions for assessing compliance 

At end of each water year – 2 assessments of compliance: 

• First as per current arrangements comparing average 

extraction and LTAAEL (long term extraction limit in WSP) 

• Second comparing extraction in the previous year to a 

theoretical and retrospectively calculated ‘annual permitted 

take’ under Basin Plan provisions 

Proposed changes to the water sharing plan 



Additional provisions for assessing compliance with the 

sustainable diversion limits under the Basin Plan 

• Variable ‘annual permitted take’ proposed for the Lower 

Murrumbidgee Deep and Mid Murrumbidgee Alluvium (more in 

dry years, less in wet) 

• Directly references compliance provisions in the Basin Plan  

• Running balance of ‘overs’ and ‘unders’ each year 

• Compliance triggered if running balance exceeds 20% of Basin 

Plan ‘sustainable diversion limit’. 

Proposed changes to the water sharing plan 



Variable permitted take  - Lower Murrumbidgee Deep 



Variable permitted take  - Mid Murrumbidgee 



If long term average annual extraction limit or sustainable 

diversion limit is breached the Minister can: 

• Reduce the available water determination for aquifer access licences the 

following year (as per current water sharing plan), and/or 

• Limit the water allocation that can be taken, assigned under section 71T of 

the Commonwealth Water Act 2007, or otherwise debited or withdrawn from 

a water allocation account of an aquifer access licence 

• Only makes a difference in groundwater sources where allocations can be 

‘carried over’ from one water year to the next (not Bungendore) 

Proposed changes to the water sharing plan 



Compliance with long term average annual extraction limit or SDL 



Compliance with long term average annual extraction limit or SDL 



Compliance with long term average annual extraction limit or SDL 



Compliance methods – distribution of impacts 

Users 1 and 2 

• Both have 1000ML/yr 
entitlement 

• User 1 very active – limited 
CO in account 

• User 2 largely inactive – close 
to maximum CO in account 



Groundwater dependent ecosystems 

• Additional high probability, high priority groundwater 

dependent ecosystems mapped and included as a 

Schedule 

• Standard setback rules for new water supply works 

located near high priority groundwater dependent 

ecosystems 

Proposed changes to the water sharing plan 



Groundwater dependent ecosystems – Lower Murrumbidgee 



Groundwater dependent ecosystems – Mid Murrumbidgee 



Provisions relating to ‘water level management’ 

removed 

• The provisions for implementing this are in the Act. 

Removed from the Basin Plan to avoid inconsistencies 

• Act section 324 or 331 orders, discretionary conditions 

on licences, conditions on works (bores) 

Proposed changes to the water sharing plan 



Minor change to existing trade rules 

• Current water sharing plan allows trade between the 

Lower Murrumbidgee Deep and Shallow  groundwater 

sources 

• This rule will be removed so trade between these 

groundwater source will no longer be permissible 

Proposed changes to the water sharing plan 



Standardising distance rules re bore locations 

Currently no standard distance rules in Lower Murrumbidgee 

Deep and Shallow groundwater sources 

Propose to include the following 

- 400m from neighbours basic landholder rights bore 

- 500m from a neighbours boundary (unless consent) 

- 1000m from a neighbours production bore 

- 1000m from a water utility bore (unless consent ) 

- 500m from a government monitoring bore (unless consent) 

 

Proposed changes to the water sharing plan 



Additional rules to reduce risks to groundwater from 

contamination sources 

Unless bores are constructed to be isolated from 

contamination source 

• Distances of new bores from edge of plumes 

• Distances from septics unless constructed in a certain 

way 

Proposed changes to the water sharing plan 



Questions? 



• Water Resource Plan Public Exhibition period until 14 December 2018. 

 

• Feedback being sought from the public and water users 

 

• Online submission process on Department of Industry website 

 

https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/water/plans-programs/water-resource-

plans/drafts/murrumbidgee-alluvium 

 
 

 

Have your say 
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